


DO YOU COUNT?

In the struggle for working-class eman-
cipation, the hub round which current history
revolves, do you count? Just as the individual,
himself weak, adds mightily to his strength by

co-operating with his fellows, so can he, with |

his very limited experience add tremendously
to his mental power by drawing on the know-
ledge of his fellows—by educating himself!

In nearly all important centres there are
National Council of Labour Colleges classes
—join them!

If you want to study at leisure take up a
Correspondence Course on English Grammar
and Essay Writing, Industrial History, Eco-
nomics, Economic Geography and Public
Speaking.

Has your Union an Educational Scheme
with the N.C.L.C. providing free éevening
classes and correspondence courses for the
members? If not, get busy! What the
A.U.B.T.W,, N.U.D.A.W., A.E.U, Sheet
Metal Workers and other Unions can do,
can be done by yours!

——

NATIONAL COUNCIU OF LABOUR COLLEGES
22 ELM ROW, EDINBURGH
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CONGRESS and WORKERS’
EDUCATION

HE agenda of the Trades Union Congress (which, .by

the time this magazine is in our readers’ hands, will

have commenced its sittings at Hull), contains the following

Sod resolutlon, put forward-by the Managers’ and Overlookers’
ocie

“ That this Congress in§truts the General Council to take

a more altive part in the furtherance of independent working-

class education.”
A
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To this the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade Workers is
moving the following addendum — S
“ —and recommends that any scheme which may be finally
established should embody the definite principles advocated
by the National Council of Labour Colleges and the London
Labour College.”
It is probable, therefore, that Hull will be the scene of the keenest
debate on the principles of workers’ education which has yet taken
place at any Congress.

e~

We say principle—and we hope and trust the discussion will
be confined to princi%lcs ; though the experience of the N.C.L.C.
and Plebs delegates at the International Conference
A Confli@ of on Workers’ Education at Oxford a fortnight
Principle ago has warned us that the other side will be
quite unscrupulous in putting into practice the
ancient dictum—* No case—abuse plaintiff’s attorney !" The
resolution and addendum raise a fundamental question of principle ; (
a question which both the General Council of the British Trade *
Union Congress and the Executive Committee of the newly-formed
Workers’ Educational International will have to face, and to decide L '
upon, before they can take any definite steps in the provision of
educational facilities for workers. Both bodies can avoid such a
decision so long as they content themselves with giving a vague
blessing—or even cash support—to existing educational bodies ¢
with divergent aims. But the moment either of them resolves |
to inaugurate any actual educational scheme, it will be compelled ‘
to make up its mind about the principles on which that scheme ¢ -
is to be based. t

The two opposing principles in the sphere of workers’ education, ) _
represented in this country by the W.E.A. on the one hand, and
the Labour Colleges on the other, are, as we ¥
“ Extension™  pointed out la& month, simply this :—The W.E.A. ‘
versus $tands for extension of ordinary education (i.e., °
“ Independence” ruling-class education) to workers ; the Labour \
Colleges &tand for the development of specifically \.
working-class education, with working-class aims, and under worksng- *
class control. The W.E.A. §tands for co-operation between the &
workers’ own organisations and the educational inétitutions owned
and controlled by the ma&er-class ; it wants the workers to have '
more of the kind of education provided by such in&itutions. The t
slogan of the Labour Colleges is * Not more, but different™ ; and |
they assert that the workers will never get the education they need § -
from the class against whom they are organised politically and
indugtrially.

.
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That is a clear and simple issue, and it can be argued without
any reference to personalities at all. Sooner or later it muxZ be
so argued. Up to now, the General Council
The Issue before of the Trades Union Congress, finding it impossible
the T.U.C. to ‘“co-ordinate” bodies thus based on funda-
mentally opposed principles, has rested content
with giving equal financial assiStance to each. But it is desirous
of inaugurating some scheme of its own ; and it cannot inaugurate
any such scheme without committing itself to ome principle or the other.
That is the meaning of the A.U.B.T.W. addendum to the
resolution quoted above. And we hope that the advocates of
Independent Working-Class Education, in and out of the
Congress, will make this point of principle clear to their fellow
Trade Unioniéts. Neither resolution nor amiendment asks for
unqualified support of the N.C.L.C. as at present constituted (if
anybody has any valid objettions to its constitution), or seeks to
gain for it any advantage or privilege to which it has no claim. The
L.W.C.E. movement from its inception has $tood for the contention
that the organised Labour Movement ought itself to be responsible
for the education of its members. But we also insi¢t that control
and responsibility are valueless unless tke kind of education so provided
is education for working-class aims and i» working-class intereéts ;
unless, in short, it is education undertaken for the same aims, and
in the same intereéts, as those for which the Trade Union movement
itself exists.

Precisely the same arguments apply in the case of the new
‘ International Federation of Labour Organisations concerned with
Workers’ Education.” Such a federation can be
The Workers  of relatively little use until it has made up its
Educational mind what it means by ‘ workers’ education,”
International and extends its ‘“ tolerance "’ only to those organ-
isations which take their stand educationally on
precisely the same principles which are the basis of the International
Labour movement. Those principles are to-day neither new nor
strange. 'What is amazingly lacking in so many quarters is simply
realisation that they must be applied educationally in the same
way as they have been applied politically and industrially.

SEE OUR SPECIAL BOOK ANNOUNCEMENTS

on p. 353 of this issue
and place your orders

without delay.
A3
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The BLACKPOOL SCHOOL

Space is so tight this month that we can give only a summarised report
of our second successful Summer School—at Bispham, Blackpool, August
9th—16th. But even this brief account will, we trusl, convey to those
unable 1o attend something of the spirit of the proceedings.

ATURDAY, AUGUST 9rH.—Plebs are eager people !

A group of them aftually landed at Bispham before breakfast

this morning—evidently keen on getting as full a weck

as possible. By evening close on sixty had arrived—
from Yorks, Lancs, Scotland, London, Brighton, South Wales, and
Vienna |

Sunday, 10th—School began with a really brilliant leGure by
W. T. Colyer on ‘‘ Americanism,” Frank Dixon presiding. [By
the way, when is the Labour Publishing Co. going to do a cheap
edition of Colyer’s book on that subje&t ? It will have a sale among
Plebs.] Bathing parade in the afternoon, with umpteen square
miles of sea and level sand to play about on—some contrast to the
rocks of Cober Hill | After tea, Ernest Johns on * Poetry and
the Proletariat,”” with Newbold (as the least poetical person present)
in the chair. The discussion afterwards was hot and $trong ; W. H.
had to be forcibly retrained from throttling Sam Ainsworth, while
Comrade Waight threatened blue murder against all those rash persons
who smiled at the name of Dietzgen—who was somehow or other
dragged into the discussion.

Monday, 11th.—Newbold brought us back to earth with a lecture
on ‘‘ Capitalism in Lancashire.” Interesting discussion on trusls,
shilling shares and boll-weevils. The presence of a (visiting)
parson in the audience kept the atmosphere quite * parliamentary,”
which was a good thing, since occasional performances by a gentle-
man with a concertina in the near neigh-
bourhood tempted the leCturer now and again
to blaspheme. In the evening (after a
Ladies v. Gentlemen cricket match, in the
course of which Anise Crabtree gave a mag-
nificent batting display), we had an ¢ extra
turn "’—a talk by Michael Gold, of the New
York Liberator, on “ The Labour Movement
in_ America.” Gold’s description of an
S.L.P.er at ameeting held under the auspices
of some other Socialiét party was a thing to
be remembered |
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Tuesday, 121h.—J. . H. on * British Workers and the Empire.”
Again a firft-class discussion, in which _

Gold (America), Eichler (Vienna), Ellen
Wilkinson, Colyer, and the chairman

afternoon, George Williams led a Per-
sonally Conducted Party into Blackpool—
up, and down, the Tower, through ballroom
and 200, and thence to the Pleasure Beach.
In the interets of Scientific Research into
the Indugtrialisation and Large Scale
Prodution of Amusements for the Masses,
pretty nearly every form of torture in the
grounds was personally investigated.
After being hurf)cd upwards, slid down-
wards, whirled round and bumped, and
generally shaken to pieces, we were escorted
by the Conduttor to Yates’ Wine Lodge—to recuperate. Thence
home to Bispham, the evening concluding with a sing-song—solos
by Comrades Wm. Paul and Boothroyd, and recitals of John S.
Clark’s ballads by Dave Morton.

Wednesday, 13th—Ellen Wilkinson on *‘ The Industrial Revo-
lution of To-day "—a second edition, revised and correéted, of the
highly interesting le€ture she delivered at Cober Hill in June.
Everybody overjoyed at Fred Casey turning up for the day. . . .
After tea, a ‘“ mixed” football match, between teams captained
by Paul and Horrabin ; followed by long, and thrilling, rounders
match between same teams. Both events won by Paul’s team ;
as also sundry three-legged races, wheelbarrow races and other
contests—until, in a 100-yards sprint, Paul’s avoirdupois at last
told again§t him, and he could achieve nothing betier than an
“ Also Ran.” . . . After supper, J. E. Matthews introduced his
world-famed Plebs Glue Singers ; their rendering of A. B. Elsbury’s
“It's a Long Way to Vladivostok,” and of some entirely new and
original compositions (‘‘ Bolshies, keep your Heads Up ! ” etc.)
rousing uproarious applause.

Thursday, 14th.—(First and only wet day). Otto Eichler (Vienna)
on “ The Youth Movement in Austria,” followed by a keen dis-
cussion of the aims and possibilities of workers’ education. In
the afternoon, Jack Hamilton (Chairman, N.C.L.C. Exec.) gave
an admirable summary of N.C.L.C. history and recent develop-
ments. Many questions on pradtical points. After tea, a sale
and au€tion of Russian Peasant goods, organised by Kathleen Starr,
Mrs. Knight and other women comrades, on behalf of W.LR. funds,
realised over £6. Laterinthe evening the Glue Party again got busy.
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Friday, 15th—Colyer gave an address on the Labour Defence
Council and the legal position of the workers. Excellent discussion

on Fascism—the discussions here have taught us not to fill the |

leGture-programme quite so full as we did at Cober Hill. . . . In
the evening, Comrade Birrell (of the Kingdom of Fife) gave an
account of the Fife Miners’ Reform Union, and this paved the
way for a general discussion of Minority Movements. . . . At a
farewell sing-song, Misses Whiteley and Lumb (piano solos), Com-
rades Ainsworth, Boothroyd, Bob Davies and Matthews (songs),
and Waight, Morton and Comrie (recitations) all distinguished
themselves ; Jack Armstrong, presiding, expressed the hope that
before another summer we might hold our School in a house of our
own.

And so say all of us !

But we shall have to go ““all out™ to beat the times we’ve had
at Cober Hill and Blackpool in 1924.*

SOCIALISM and the DRAMA

Comrade Asheroft’s article was written as a * foreword "’ to a reading
of Masses and Man, and has therefore a special interest in view of
The PLess’ arrangement for a special cheap edition of that play (see
Book Announcements on another page).

HE fun&ion of the drama, according to one of the
greate&t masters, is *‘ to hold the mirror up to nature.”
Now the mirror is that article of furniture to which those

having moét reason—or thinking themselves to have |

most reason—for self-complacency mo$t naturally and frequently
turn. And as with the individual, so with society. When self-
satisfied with its achievement, then it transforms the $tage into
a mirror—to see itself as it were before its own eyes, played out
by dramatits and actors paid for the purpose. Such periods of
social self-complacency are evidently unlikely to call forth any
serious effort to change society. It is when society seems most
&able that it transforms the drama into a mirror.

But society is not always $table. And when the currents of
change are bearing society to some new base, the drama—like
every artistic CXYI'CSSIOH——-IS 1qt1mately affeCted. It assumes a new
chara&er. While the dramatist will continue to mirror society—

*Prints of a group taken at Bispham by Com. Duckworth can be supplied to
anyone forwarding 3d. and a stamped, addressed envelope to him at 6, Walsh

St., Queen’s Rd., Halifax.
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D €SPecially, however, to refle& its defets—he is no longer content
«usp With that.  He makes of the Stage a platform, or a bar of judgment ;
‘il and he draws attention to the new social forces detined to sweep
.| society from its old moorings.

e & .Shakcspeanan dma was a_mirror. The_:re, the artist d_evoted
o e his great powers, his profound insight, mainly to the motives of
the individual. In a sense, this gives his work a universal and
\'¢,.. perennial appeal. The emotions of his charalters reside, in a greater
"« or less measure, in all of us, and can therefore be appreciated by
; all of us. But Shakespeare had nothing to say of the social order
in which he lived and its reactions on those individual traits of charatter
which he knew so well how to depict.

Contraét with this the work of another supreme dramatist—
Ibsen. The difference is Startling, and muét be felt immediately.
.1+ Here, too, is a marvellous power of charalterisation. But now
the effort and achievement of the individual is not in opposition
to other individuals so much as against society at large. Here,
we are not so much invited to admire a hero or to scorn any villain

( in the piece ; we are made to feel the social forces ever at work
'IA moulding the individual in their own image. To Ibsen, the arch-

.+ individuali§t, heroism consi§ts in resisting these social forces and
W% retaining one’s own personality. Finally, he acually asserts that
wii o ‘“the étrongest man 1s he who §tands mogt alone.”

##  Here, then, we have two contrasted types of drama. And it is
again clear that the second of these types will be in the ascendant,
. expressing ideas germinating in the soil of social change, during
¢ ®. times of social infability. Thus, the charaeriétic drama in any
% period is in definite relation to the social life of the time ; and does
7 hot depend upon the dramati§t who, like his own charatters in the
B¢ modern drama, is in the grip of social forces.
# What, then, is and what will be the nature of Sociali§t drama ?
¢* What is the relation between our Socialist goal and its artictic ex-
i, pression ? That there is such a relation weareall agreed, to whatever
it school of Socialism we belong.
=N It has been customary to draw a ditin¢tion between the * idealiét ”
# and the * materialit”” Socialist, or between the evolutionary and
= the revolutionary Sociali®. There is here an important problem,

. both philosophically and politically ; but here, we are concerned
¥+ only with the matter in relation to the problem of Socialism and
¥ Art. We need only say that the Sociali§t is of necessity both
® * materiali&t and idealit. The mo$t hardened materialist will assert
-~ that the material or economic revolution is a means, not an end.
_  The mo& emotional of idealiéts, by the very fact of being a Socialist,
v demonétrates that he recognises the economic revolution to be
5. essential in order that men may live in freedom and fellowship ;

v

[ e o
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he is anxious to be known, not merely as an idealist, but as a praical
idealist ; and what is this but another word for marerialist 1dealist ?

What, then, is this change, this revolution ? It is the communal ;
organisation of social resources, material and human, for the general
well-being, as opposed to their present abuse in the interests of a
small seftion of society. Let us, however, specially emphasise
that expression, * communal organisation.” Here we shall have
one of the charalteriétics of the new drama of Socialism. It will
enthrone communal effort. It will show the masses as the masters :
of their destiny, and not as to-day, the mere tools or pawns of great
heroes or great villains. The older drama, born of an individualist
sy$tem, spent itself upon individuals and their motives. The new
drama will celebrate the power and the infinite possibilities, material,
intelle€tual, moral or spiritual, of co-operative effort.

It is evident, however, that we are anticipating. If art mus 3
mirror life, drama must concern itself for the time being, not so
much with the future triumph of the masses, as with their struggles.
It will nerve the workers to the $truggle that lies before them by
depicting their present position, their strength and their weakness.
In this sense, the greatest link perhaps between the old drama and
the new is Eugene O’Neill’s ma&terpiece, The Hairy Ape. There
you have the life of the workers, their tremendous power and their
almoét equal weakness. At the same time, the charaterisation is
very $trongly marked—the chief charatters are quite unforgettable.
But O’Neill is pointing the moral that the workers’ problem is not
a personal or individual one at all. Another step is taken when
the charalters have no individual name at all—because they are
not intended to $tand for particular persons, but as the type of their
class or craft, etc. Now Dick, Tom and Harry appear no longer,
but simply the Soldier, the Workman, the Billionaire. In Masses
and Man, one of the ““ charalters ” (if so he can be called) is actually
named The Nameless.

What, then, are the qualities of the new dramatist—those, that
is, which distinguish him from the old ? They may be summed
up in a2 word. He must be a revolutionist if he would portray the
revolutionary $truggle and triumph. But who and what is the
revolutionist ?

The revolutionist is a Sociali&t who recognises that the business
of Sociali§ts is to bring Socialism. He is a Socialiét fir&t, la&t and
all the time—not an Englishman, Scotsman, or Dutchman first
and a Socialiét afterwards. Not a Liberal fir&t, but a Socialist when
it will gain a few more votes. And he is a Sociali§t fir§t, because
he sees that the social problem is the whole problem—whereas
most of us are too much under the dominion of the past to recognise
this, Such an outlook breeds a resolution and cfetermination of (
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purpose which follows its course with a single idea ; to achieve
the object by the moét diret and expeditious means, with the least
possible waste of energy—and, if it comes to that, with as little
mess as may be. Thus one of the moét important charateristics
of the revolutionist is that he is undisturbed by internal conflits.
He has ‘“ squared his intelle€t with his conscience.” Since he has
no mental confli¢t to contend with, he can devote the whole of his
energies to the external, social problems which face the working
class.

But moét of us are subjett to a great dissipation of our energies
through the tug-of-war that goes on within our minds between
different and opposing complexes. And this psychological confli¢t
1s the real subjet of Toller’s great play, Masses and Man. The
chief * charalters —the Woman and The Nameless—are
merely the personified complexes of any individual Sociali§t actually
engaged in the class §truggle. Toller himself, perhaps the greatest
of the younger school of German poets and dramatiéts, was one
of the leaders in the Bavarian Revolution, 1919, for his part in
which he was arre§ted and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment
in a fortress, from which he was released a few weeks ago. He
had already served one imprisonment for leading a strike of Munich
munition-workers in the early days of 1918. But, though so fearless
a fighter on behalf of the workers, he has never attained that mental
peace and equilibrium of the true revolutionist. For that reason,
his play is perhaps the more interesting to English Socialists. It
shows to us the confli¢t going on in the minds of many of us.

T. AsHCRroFT.

1914 and 1924
by Ernst Toller

Written in Esperanto by the famous German dramatist for the special
Anti-War Supplement of ‘‘ Sennacieca Revuo” (August 1924), while
he was §ill imprisoned at Niederschonenfeld.

HE day of the beginning of the World War was for

the workers a day of damnable and deep disgrace.
Then there was perpetrated in every land the great
crime againét the spirit of the International ; on that
day comrade marched again§t comrade ; a generation completely

failed.

Has this decennial anniversary day become one of pride ? Have
the workers accomplished their task ? Have they created the



338 THE PLEBS

embankments which will &top the inrush of the great tide of murderous
madness, and prevent the world again being changed into a place
of feverish agony for helpless mankind ?

Who believes to-day in the power of the Versailles League of
Nations to make peace, or in the pacifism of ministers of capitalist
dtates ?

Only the Russian people have the right to celebrate joyfully the
4th of Augu&t. For other workers this decennial anniversary day
musét be a day of solemn resolve.

We have received a letter from Comrade Toller expressing his
gratification at the fa@l that Masses and Man is now made
avatlable to the workers in a cheap edition, and Slating that ke
hopes to see something of the Plebs movement when he wvisits

Britain this winter or next spring.

FASCISM
IV.—FASCISM IN POWER

HE rise of the Fascist Party was a triumph of political

organisation, and the efforts of its leaders to achieve the

ends for which they $tand have been remarkable for their

intensity and skill. It is true enough that Fascism has
no intellectual content, no theoretical basis, that its political argu-
ments catry no conviction to a reasonably intelligent critic and that
its programme fluctuates in a chaos of contraditions. But these
fa&ts do not in the least alter the value of Fascism as a weapon in
the hands of the industrial bourgeoisie. Mussolini’s political taétic
may be summed up as one of dividing his opposition and setting
section against seftion. He carefully distributes concessions to the
induétrial capitalits ; gives exemption from taxation to the agrarians ;
offers alternately fair words and bullets to the proletariat. He
threatens the capitalists with Bolshevism and the workers with
unemployment if thgy _do not support him. And over all he throws
the glamour of patriotic romance, telling of Italy the ancient heiress
of the Roman Empire, the fair queen of the Mediterranean, the
centre of mediaeval art and culture, now again to be raised to the
forefront of nations—if only the Fasciéts retain power, and if only
the workers will collaborate with the employers and not pursue their
own selfish ends. By such means he has broken down all opposi-
tion 5 he has smashed the working class in Italy, imposed on them
his ideology and established the heavy induétriali§ts for a time in

control of events.
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An important point in the Fascist triumph is the degree of uni-
fication which it has secured in the bourgeois ranks. Italian
parliamentarism has always been the field of countless setional
quarrels between small groups of the bourgeoisie, each with its
own private or local petty interests to foster above the interests
of the class. The menace of the proletarian revolution after the war
was so serious that unity of altion became essential if the ruling
classes were to survive. This was a large part of Mussolini’s work
—to put an end for a time to the competition between individual
professional politicians and the intrigues of their little setions
and to build up in the place of this a bourgeois united front against
the workers. In this he achieved a remarkable measure of success
which could not, in the nature of things, be lasting. The charatter
and the extent of the divisions in the bourgeois ranks are such that
no $tatesmanship can ever nullify their influence permanently.

The proof of the subservience of Fascism to Eeavy induétrial
interests may be seen most clearly in the way the early Fascist pro-
gramme was repudiated when Mussolini came into power. This
contrat indicates, not merely the waning of enthusiasm common
to politicians after the eletion, but a complete antithesis between
the intereéts of the class whose votes were sought and of that which
Fascism exists to support.

The programme had demanded a very democratic reform of the
eletoral law. The law was indeed drastically reformed, but in a
sense by no means democratic nor favourable to the workers or the
petty bourgeoisie. The political conditions of 1923 led to the
introduction of the famous eletoral law in the following circum-
stances. .

Throughout the summer of 1923, Mussolini’s power was con-
tantly threatened by political dissensions. Not only was his
Government subjected to attacks from hostile parties, but the Fascists
themselves were sadly split. The ground of external attack was
the question of constitutionalism, and inside the party also a division
grew up between the Diehards who $tood by violent methods, and
the * evolutionists ” who wanted to compromise with parliamentary
and constitutional forms. Mussolini himself saw the undoubted
advantages of settled and congtitutional government, provided that
its machinery was guaranteed to work in his favour and in that
of the interests which he represented. The first requisites were
a compaét parliamentary majority for the Fascists and a weak and
disunited opposition. To secure these ends a scheme of parlia-
mentary reform was worked out.

The electoral law of July, 1923, is remarkable even among the
eleCtoral devices designed to secure bourgeois supremacy. The
main features of the law are as follows : the whole of Italy is treated
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as one eleCtoral area, and each conétituent votes, not for an individual,
but for a Party. He may, if he so desire, also indicate his preference
for an individual candidate in the party list which he selefts. The
votes cast for each Party are then counted by the authorities and on
these totals an amazing scheme is based. The party which heads
the poll receives, not a representation proportionate to the number
of votes cast, but rwo thirds of the number of seats. The winning

party will quite probably receive only a minority of the votes, but it

nevertheless enjoys complete and unchallengeable supremacy in
Parliament.

As regards the remaining one-third of the seats, these are divided
among the unsuccessful parties in proportion to their votes. The
opposition parties are thus split into the maximum number of frations,
while the party in power is united. ‘The scheme is a clear expression
of the Fasciét di¢tatorship in the realm of Parliamentary government.
It is not remarkable that the Bill met with much opposition, and that
Mussolini thought it well to arrange for the Fascist Militia to meet
in Rome when the projet was before Parliament—a plain hint
that the familiar Fascit methods would, if necessary, be employed
to secure the passage of the measure. The hint was turned into 2
threat in the final debate, when Mussolini offered either collabora-
tion or a fight to a finish on Fasci§t lines. The deputies chose
collaboration and voted the bill by 225 to 123.

Such was the Fascist achievement in regard to eleftoral machinery.
Their record in other fields shows equally their subservience to the
intereéts of Big Business.

The eight-hour day which had been promised was guaranteed
in words. It was, however, made subject to so many exceptions
both as regards special trades and particular circumstances, that its
value to the workers was negligible. As an example we may take
the case of railway workers, where a system of *“ spread-over "’ makes
their effective hours of duty often 12 or more a day. No minimum
wage bill was ever introduced but, inflead, wages were dratically
reduced through all branches of industry. The exigting scheme of
national insurance against sickness and old age was abolished. In-
$tead of developing the system of workers’ control in induétry, the
Fasciéts destroyed the few remaining Works’ Councils. A further
obétacle to the development of indugtrial democracy was furnished
by the Fascist policy of denationalisation. The capitali§t sharks
gathered round the State with hungry jaws agape and one by one
the dainty morsels were flung out to be devoured by the profiteers.

Telephones, wireless, parcel post, matches—each State monopoly
was handed over to private control. Even the railways were in
the market and would have been sold but for an amusing incident.
Mussolini had himself seen to the details of this transaftion and
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the sale was on the point of final ratification. The lucky capitalists
who had nearly secured the prize were delighted, but their rivals
were not | One group of rivals who had themselves been in the
bidding succeeded in raising trouble, suggesting that there had been
a corrupt deal and praétices contrary to the national interest. So
in this case the falling out of thieves enabled the community to
retain its own. In the more recent case of the concession of the
oil-bearing lands of Italy to an American syndicate, the results
were even more embarrassing to the Government, as will appear
later in this article.

The Fascist defence of their policy in this matter is that the services
in question have been ill-organised under State management. Such
statements are always highly suspe, coming as they do from those
who have a direét intereét in vilifying public ownership and bolster-
ing up private enterprise. If Mussolini found the bureaucracy
inefficient, he had ample power and opportunity to reform. If
he really held the Guild Sociali§t views of D’Annunzio and Odon
Por, with which some friends credit him, here was his chance to
apply them. In$tead of this, he played into the hands of his capitalist
masters, and the idealists who believe in his essentially revolutionary
ije&ive are §till waiting for him to be free to realise his heart’s

esire |

Mussolini seems attually to have achieved some improvement in
the technical efficiency of the civil service, but the Staff reductions
were merely window-dressing episodes. The dismissals were
promptly followed by the appointment of Fascists to the vacant posts.

The policy of the Fascist Government as regards public finance
shows unmistakably its anti-proletarian chara&ter. The programme
favoured expropriatory taxation of the rich ; the Fascits in power
remitted the luxury tax, the motor-car tax and inheritance duties.
In place of these there have been imposed taxes on wages (i.e., a
reduction in the exemption level for income tax) and increased in-
diret taxes. A new land valuation was carried out with a view to
raising revenue from heavier taxes on land, but so far the agrarians
have succeeded in preventing this. Giolitti’s government had
appointed a commission to inquire into war profits. Normally,
such a commission would have reported to parliament, but Mussolini
direfted that it should report to him personally and threatened
with six months’ imprisonment anyone who should prematurely
publish any details of the report. When the document was pub-
lished with the official imprimatur, it had been discreetly castrated
to avoid offence to that seftion of the bourgeoisie which profited
mosét from war conditions, i.e., the §teel magnates. As a final in-
Stance of the contrast between the vote catching programme and the
reality, we may note the proposal to impose a tax on ecclesiastical
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property. This proposal was entirelv dropped when the Fascigts
achieved power, and a pro-clerical policy was pursued. Religious
teaching was re-etablished in the schools—a most reationarv

policy in a country where the church is so potent a weapon in the {

hands of the possessing classes. Next to omitting to exhibit 2
picture of Mussolini in the school, the moét serious offence a teacher
can commit is to negle¢t to hang up a crucifix.

The anti-militari§t talk of the early Fascists soon ceased. The
record of the Fasci§t Government is one of extensive additions to

all the fighting arms. The period of obligatory military service |

has been raised from 8 to 18 months, thus increasing the $tanding
army from 230,000 to 350,000 men. A big forward policy was
pursued in laying in extensive tores of arms and ammunition. The
navy was increased and many new flying machines built. The
whole fighting machine was developed and strengthened at very heavy
cost.

But more remarkable even than these military preparations was
the policy of the government in regard to the Fascist militia. When
the g‘ascié’cs had attained control of the State, their own armed forces,
the black shirt squadrons, were §till in being and their disposal
became a matter of no small difficulty. The thousands of young
men who had been absorbed into the ranks found life there by no
means unpleasant. They were paid and maintained on a generous
scale. They had become accustomed to their work, which no longer
disgusted even the mo$t squeamish of them : the danger of the
occupation was slight since their numbers, their organisation and

. . . . t
their weapons were markedly superior to those of their working- |

class opponents.

Many of these young men had never followed any regular employ- |

ment, or had logt, in the course of their military service, all aptitude
for useful work. In these circumétances, to have disbanded the
Fasci§t squadrons would have been to throw on to the labour market
at a critical time a mass of largely unemployable men used to securing
their ends by violence and liable to increase the difficulties of their
late employers. The Fasci$t forces had by this time developed
a hierarchy which ably pushed their interets as a corporate body
before the eyes of those in power. Every concession had to be
made, therefore, by the Government to the armed body that had
brought them to power and on whose &trength they mut continue
to rely. The means taken to keep the Fascist troops in being under
the pretence that their purpose was a national ang) not a party one
was to enrol the black shirts in a Militia for Public Safety. The
militia, which is responsible to Mussolini and not to the King and

is &tri¢tly Fasci&t in membership, control and objettive, exigts to this .

day. In one sense it is Mussolini’s main support ; in another it
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is one of his chief difficulties. The unanimity with which the
Liberal and Democratic parties demand its disbandment shows
that it is a valuable support to the Fascit Government. On the
other hand, the militia llm)as constantly tended to get out of hand and
to pursue an extremist policy regardless of Mussolini’s desire for
moderation. After the Matteotti murder, Mussolini made frantic
efforts to placate the opposition and promised among many other
things the fusion of the militia into tKe regular army. Efforts to
achieve this seem to have been made, but they have not really gone
far. The militia, though its members are now to be required to
take an oath of allegiance to the King, remains in effet the organ
of a party and the praltical means by which Mussolini in a crisis
can keep himself in power. The ‘ conétitutionalisation” of the
militia was postponed again and again and recent public utter-
ances of its chief officers show clearly that its loyalty is to the Fascist
Party and not to the crown.

The bourgeoisie to-day is by no means united in supporting
Fascism, and the future of the movement is threatened as much by
dissensions among the bourgeoisie as by the opposition of the pro-
letariat. Quite apart from the antagonism of the land-owning
classes who were deprived of their control of the State machine by
the inStrumentality of Fascism, there are important cleavages of
interest in this matter among the capitali§ts themselves. For
example, Nitti has shewn considerable fear of the developments of
Fascism. This politician is the inftrument in Italy of English and
American financial interets, which have watched with keen anxiety
the rise of Fascism backed by heavy industriali&ts in close association
with French coal and iron magnates. Giolitti was originally a
protagoniét of agrarian intere§ts and was keenly anti-fascist. But
early in 1922 the financial group (headed by the Commercial Bank)
on which he depended began to develop industrial interests which
had formerly been the preserve of the Igiscount Bank (bankrupt in
December, 1921). With this change in the policy of his masters,
Giolitti swung over to a modified support of Fascism. But he re-
garded it primarily as a $tick with which to beat the workers.

In fa&, all groups of the bourgeoisie united in support of Fascism
in so far as it was specifically anti-proletarian. All groups had a
common interest in the re-establishment of law and order on a bour-
geois basis and in subjecting the workers to wage redutions. For
six months after the Fascist seizure of power this community of
outlook sufficed to keep the bourgeoisie united in support of the new
State. But it was impossible for this to last, and before long the
inherent divisions made themselves apparent.

The §truggle in the bourgeois ranks revolved round two main
issues—military preparations and the restoration of conétitutional
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government. The former issue is a real one, the second, a mere .

veil to cover the crude reality of a §truggle for power.

The only seftion really concerned to foéter a forward military
policy is' that of the heavy indusétrialists. These have a threefold
need for military and naval preparations. In the first place, the
manufatture of munitions means profits for themselves ; in the
second place, they have to provide the weapons for their Militia
in order to keep the opposition in forcible subjeftion ; and, third,
they must pursue a firm foreign policy to establish Italian prestige
abroad and to ensure markets for their exports. Meanwhile, the
militari&t policy of the Government is opposed by all other seétions
of the bourgeoisie, who see it primarily as a means to the economic
and political aggrandisement of the heavy indugtriali§ts, and who,
moreover, object to the indefinite postponement of national economic
recovery which follows from continued expenditure on military
preparations.

An examination of Italian foreign policy since the Fascists have
held power, shews clearly their heavy-industrial bias. In regard
to France, their policy has been to endeavour to secure ample supplies
of Lorraine iron for their $teel industry. As a bargaining weapon
in their struggles for this, they have used the Franco-British-German
quarrel over the Ruhr. If France will guarantee iron supplies,
then Italy will support her Ruhr policy ; if not, then the Italians
will turn to England and Germany. The imperiali&t necessity for
markets demands an energetic colonial policy. The adminigtration
in Tripolitania, and other North African colonies has been tightened
up ; frequent military operations again§t the natives have been
undertaken, not always with complete success. The reverses
recently experienced by the Italian troops have led to accusations
againét the rival imperali§t Powers etablished in North Africa, it
being suggested, for instance, that the French are supplying arms to
the natives. Jubaland has been added to the Italian sphere of
exploitation and the aims of the Fascist imperialiéts are §till soaring.
The Adriatic and even the whole of the Mediterranean are claimed
as the proper preserves of Italian commerce—much to the horror
of The Times, and the leading French papers, who warn the Italians
in avuncular terms against such exaggerated claims.

Inside the Fascist Party, the dissension between the *“old” or
“ dissident ” elements and the orthodox supporters of Mussolini
grows rather than lessens. This dissension is a fairly $traight-
forward one and is between the agrarian elements till in the Party
and the Fascists proper. The presence of agrarians has always
been a thorn in Mussolini’s side, and the powers of censorship have
been applied to criticisms raised by the dissidents against the Govern-
ment. A large concession of petroliferous land has recently been
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- made to the American Sinclair Syndicate. The dissident Fascits

in their journal I/ Nuova Paese have attacked this policy on nationalist
grounds, but further criticism has now been prohibited by the

- Government. The policy is equally distasteful to the Nationaliéts

:z: and another break in the bourgeois front is made.

The quarrels in the bourgeois camp have recently come to a head
as a result of the murder of the Sociali§t Giacomo Matteotti. There
is no doubt that this was an at of the utmoét unwisdom. It had
the result of uniting all the elements of the opposition againét the

2 Government. In spite of Mussolini’s policy of * moderation,”

his personal attitude towards violence was highly compromising,
even five days before this murder. Speaking in the Chamber in

2= reply to criticisms raised by the communi§t Gennari, the Premier

L

pleasantly remarked :—* What you want is a bullet in your neck.
We have the courage to see that this is done, and we shall do it.
We have &till time, and we shall at sooner than you expett. . . .”
The extremists were shouting for a vi€tim and Mussolini gave way.
Matteotti was selected.

It is not difficult to see why the choice fell on Matteotti. He was
a brilliant, capable and honest leader of the reformit socialifts,
but this did not of itself mark him as a danger to the Fascifts. His
offence lay in his efficient exposure of the corruption in the Fascist
movement. He recorded the deeds of Fascism day by day—not
only its deeds of violence and tyranny, but its deeds of financial
jobbery and commercial dishonesty.

The enmity of the Fascists towards Matteotti was comprehensible
enough, but they should have hesitated before they gave such rein
to their passionate hatred. The murder of Matteotti, as Mussolini
remarked, was not only a crime but a blunder. It played into the
hands of the opposition by giving them an invaluable ground of
attack on Fascism. Fascism, they argued, is defended as a means
of re§toring order and avoiding anarchy, and here is the sort of order
it secures.

The opposition was, moreover, singularly perturbed by the death
of this particular member of their ranks. In Italy, as elsewhere,
a reformidt-socialist government is one of the last and mo¢t valuable
defences of the capitalist system. The Italian bourgeoisie, if the
diftatorship of Fascism fails, may have to rely on the con&titutional
support of the middle and lower classes, organised politically in right-
wing sociali§t parties. Matteotti would have been an invaluable
leader in such a political move. Even as things $tood, he was doing
good work for the capitalists by canalising the rebellious tendencies
of the workers into the safe ways of reformism and hindering the
development of communism.

»
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- Mussolini’s reattion to the political &torm which followed the
murder was to throw overboard all members of his mini§try who were
more blatantly associated with terrorit methods. Previous murders
of Socialifts and other opponents of Fascifts had been successfully
lived down without any pretence of legal attion against the guilty
parties. But in Matteotti’s case a vast appearance of activity on
the part of the police was set going ; suspected persons were arreéted
and imprisoned, and a trial may eventually be held ; the personal
complicity of many prominent Fascist leaders in the outrage is already
beyond doubt. In the political sphere, the cabinet was reconstituted
to include several non-Fascists, all selected from the bourgeois parties.

It is &till too early to see how far Mussolini will succeed in weather-
ing the storm. He has made considerable concessions to the
opposition and he will undoubtedly make more if necessary. He
has, of course, given away much more in promises than in reality.
The incorporation of the Fascist militia into the regular Forces of
the crown is $till only a projet. The order which he promised is
&till only a thing of the future. Fascist violence continues and new
forms of tyranny (the new press censorship, for example) are being
imposed. In all things, Mussolini ats with cunning. He sees to
it that the press decree is applied to one Fascist paper and to a score
of opposition journals : he can then point to the impartiality of the
admunistration.

If Fascism is to remain in power as the organ of the wealthy
bourgeoisie, it must secure (either congtitutionally or by force, but
preferably the former) the continued support of the petty bour-
geoisie and the compliance of the workers. If it cannot do this,
its masters will throw it over and will use the device so popular just
now of a Liberal-Labour Government to keep Italy safe for capital.
Another alternative is that the bourgeoisie will have to resign the
reins of power in favour of the workers.

L. W.

NOTE.—We are issuing this valuable series of articles, partly
re-written and with two additional chapters, in our Sixpenny
Series (see Book Announcements on a later page). Classes and
groups should place their orders now.
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16, King Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2.
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BANKS—and TANKS

The Big Five Banks did their best to sabotage the British negotia-

~ tions with Russia. They will collar two-thirds of the proposed remt of

the Wheatley houses. In the following article, re-written from his
le@ure at our June Summer School, Arthur Woodburn explains the
secret of the bankers' power.

T is generally considered that a man is wealthy if he possesses

money, and so accustomed are we to accept this, that the

relationship of money to wealth is not generally understood.

In the first sentence of Capital, Marx says that ‘‘ the wealth
of those societies in which the capitalist mode of production prevails
presents itself as an immense accumulation of commodities.”
In the thorough understanding of this statement lies the key to
the whole mystery of money and banking. What is this vast accu-
mulation of commodities ? It is simply the goods which man has
Stored up in the form of houses, clothing, foodstuffs, luxuries,
machinery and other means of produttion—in short, everything
which man has wrested from nature with the objett of satisfying
his necessities and desires. Of course, man has always wrested
from nature what has been necessary to supply his wants, but the
peculiarity of the capitalist system is that the goods are not produced
to meet the producers’ needs, but in order to obtain profit, which
is realised in selling the goods to the person requiring them. Wealth
in this form has the special name of commodities.

Since under this complicated system of production, the time
between the §tart of production and the distribution of the produét
is so long, mankind could hardly survive if this accumulation were
dedtroyed or if access were wholly prevented. It follows, then,
that whoever controls this accumulation of commodities controls
the human race, and it is of the utmost importance that we should
all understand who controls it, how it is built up, how maintained,
and how diétributed—in short, we cannot neglet economics.

But though our very lives depend upon this accumulation of
commodities, they do not belong to us, and if we can Ei&urc the
total wealth of humanity contained in a huge tank—which in reality
is shops, warehouses, fattories, etc.—we will be able in a simple
way to see the process.

The ** wealthy” man
A wealthy man is, then, one who possesses a great many com-
modities ; yet we do not see wealthy men carrying about packs
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on their backs like Bunyan’s “ Christian.” Lipton, for instance,
may possess an immense quantity of foodStuffs, and yet he never
handles them nor even sees them, so being wealthy implies also
the power to ““ persuade " those without wealth to keep themselves
and others from touching the wealthy one’s commodities. This
power comes partly from custom, and partly because cutom is
backed up, if necessary, by a central institution called the State.
If the commodity-less people should feel tempted to break their
cuStom of being watch-dog and become wolf, the State is backed
up by arguments like the police and military, composed of more
commodity-less people, but disciplined. The State guarantees to
the wealthy that no unauthorised person can obtain goods from
the tank, and authority to consume goods from the tank can only
be obtained from the wealthy or their servants if and when the
commodity-less one is required to do the wealthy one some service.

l
:
|
|

v

The irony of the position is that the commodity-less workers are ’
forced to fill the very tank over which they have no rights at all. |

The control of the tank, therefore, means the control of the lives
of the workers.

How it ought to work

In theory, if a man produces and puts commodities into the tank, |
he receives other goods of equal value. If he puts 100 tons of |

coal into the tank, he can receive in exchange 20 tons of iron. But
he may not desire to use any goods at the moment. In this case,
if he must take some commodity in exchange to keep till he requires
something to use, what will he take ? He will look for some com-
modity which carries value equal to 100 tons of coal in small bulk.
As society discovered, this could best be done by taking gold, in
which case he can take 2§ ozs. of gold, which he re-exchanges as
and when desired. This is exaétly the reason why gold was the
commodity chosen as the one by which wealc." could be easily $tored.
Considering the variety and amount of commodities produced
under modern capitalism, it would be quite impossible for
the owners to exchange them for gold—there is not sufficient
gold in the world. So, whether it was desired or not, developing
commerce forced the surrender of the right, when one put goods
into the tank, of obtaining a pledge commodity in exchange, and
capitalism developed a system by which only a receipt on paper
was given which entitled the producer to withdraw from the tank
at his convenience a value equivalent to his contribution. Even
receipts have practically given way to a great system of accounting
or book-keeping, which keeps a record of what is put into the tank
by each owner of wealth and what is withdrawn, showing at any
time what each person has left in the tank. The keepers of these
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records or books, and therefore the cuffodians of the tank, are the
banks. As our lives depend upon the goods in the tank, and whoever
controls these goods controls our lives, the mechanism of this control
merits our careful attention. We shall, therefore, examine in some
detail this wonderful sytem of capitalist accounting.

Banks and their mechanism

Modern accounting is a kind of scientific note-taking, extremely
efficient but apparently complicated to those who do not deal with
figures. Many probably who are professionally employed keeping
bank books do so efficiently without underétanding the underlying
principles. If, however, the reader will persevere with us in our
Jjourney from the simplest note-taking through its evolution to the
highly specialised form of modern capitalism, he will undoubtedly
not only have a theoretical knowledge of modern accounting, but
may also find himself more able to accept duties (such as auditor
in his “ branch ") hitherto beyond his “ ken.”

Banks record every transation with the social tank, noting all
goods which go in and all goods which go out. In its simplest
way it might be noted like this :—

May 1 Received from T. Brown .. .. L10

3 Received from F. Jones . 1
5 Paid to T. Brown .. .. o2
6 Paid to F. Jones .. - .. 3
10 Received from F. Jones .. I

but, as will be easily seen, if these transaftions were noted month
after month and year after year, each time the bank desired to know
whether there was more leaving the tank than entering, it would
mean adding up transactions as long as the Chartiét petition.  But
capitalism does not long persiét in useless energy and continually
revolutionises itself in the office as in the workshop. Ingtead,
therefore, of mixing receipts and payments, these are drawn apart
and all the payments are entered under each other and all the
receipts in another column. Not only that, but lines are drawn
between the pounds, shillings and pence to prevent adding the
one into the other, so that in this step forward we get clarity from
heatness and a quicker method of finding how the &tock in the tank
stands. It would appear like this :—

Ijojo

Receipts or Dr. ” Payments or Cr. ‘
May 1  ToT. Brown ! f10]o|of| May s ByT.Brown | {z|o]o |
3 F. Jones .. 5]o]o 6 F. Jones .. 3j0]o

10 F. Jones ..
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And if we add up each side, we see that the tank has received {16
and paid out L5 of goods. But if transactions go on we would
soon have a long screed of figures, which would compel again an
improvement in method. This is done by ¢ balancing " the account
periodically and adding the fresh figures since the balance. In the
above account we would find that the receipts were £11 heavier
than the payments, so we would add the £11 to the payments as
a balance, rule it off to close the account, and then show the f11
as a balance on the side where it was heavier. In this way we can
go back to any date and say * the tank §tood so much to the good
on this date.” The closed account would be as follows :—

‘; Receipts or Dr.* I Payments or Cr.*

May 1 ToT.Brown | {10 [o|o| May 5 ByT.Brown | £2|o]o
! 3 F. Jones . 5{0]o 6 F. Jones 3j0jo0
I 10 F. Jones .. I{ofo 12 Balance ..[| 11 ]0 0
l I L
| ‘ 16 |o|o 16 {0 i o
| 12 To Balance } 11 I olo l ’

! !

Figures in this way never reach unmanageable dimensions, and
the system of book-keeping so far examined is called * single-entry,”
i.e., each entry is only entered once.

In spite of the improvements we have noticed, however, as the
entries grow in number, another difficulty arises so soon as we
desire not to find out how the tank $tands, but to find out how
Brown &tands with the tank. Is he receiving more than his con-
tribution or has he a balance in the tank ? This difficulty has been
solved by the system of book—kccging known as * double-entry.”
The above is the bank’s record, but presumably Brown and the
others also keep records. When the bank receives £10 from Brown,
it ““ debits " itself or acknowledges liability for it, but the ogposite
will take place in Brown’s books, and Brown will  credit ” himself
with the amount, or refer the liability for its keeping to the bank.
The bank, in order to know how each of its customers étands, not
only keeps its own record as above, but also keeps a copy of the
same transaltions as recorded in their cu§tomers’ books. So, when
the bank received the {10 from Brown, it would make an entry in
its books as shown above, and then turn to its copy of Brown's

= The idea of receipts being called the ‘“debtor,” and the payments the
« creditor’’ column, is simply that everything under the Dr. is due by the bank
to someone, therefore ‘“debited”’ to the bank, and on the other side they are
« credited "’ with everything they can account for as having been paid out.
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all that is needed is to count the little sovereigns. But alas ! not:
one commodity can come out of the tank which is not put into the
tank by human labour-power, and the mystery to be solved is how
the banks can pay interest—i.e., give commodities out of the tank—
merely for the privilege of looking after the tank. If the cashier
of a big firm offered to pay his employers for being allowed to work,
it would be time, we will all agree, for the firm to send for the
auditors to examine the books, and probably the police would follow
immediately.

If we a&t as auditors, what do we find ? As accurate truftees
of the goods which Society puts into the tank, only those people who
have contributed to the tank have any claim on the goods, and,
if we examine the books, we are entitled to assume that Jones and
Brown have contributed goods to the value of £3 and (8 respectively
beyond their withdrawals. But we would also find that big firms
had sums to their credit—i.e., they §tand in the books as being entitled
to draw from the tank—and if we investigated we would find that
they had not contributed any goods to the tank. How, then, do they
have “ credit ” in the books, or why cannot anyone have * credit”?
Because nobody knows at any given moment, owing to the anarchy
of capitali§t private enterprise, how the tank $tands in relation to
the cﬁlims, and as the whole working is in the hands of the banks,
they can give claims on the goods to whom they like. They do
not give them for charity. They give them to such firms as are
able to show that they are in a position to draw goods from the tank,
employ human labour-power and produce goods of greater value
than those withdrawn from the tank. For allowing these firms :
the use of other people’s goods, the banks receive a share of the -
new value created, so that at the end of the successful prodution,
the value of the goods borrowed is replaced and more goods are

e Y Vo Iy

put into the tank partly owned by the bank and partly owned by | —
the firms. The people who owned the goods are none the wiser, R

and the banks and their confederates are both the richer.
ARTHUR WOODBURN.
(Concluded next month.)
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‘eo;fff This textbook-in-little will be invaluable for N.U.D.A.W.
B classes, and for general propaganda.

FASCISM By L. W.
A rcprmt, with additions and rev:swns, of the valuable
series of articles now appearing in The PLess.

e Each of above, 6d. eack (posipaid, 7d.). §s. per 12.

“> Ready early in Ogober :—

......

- WORKING- CLASS EDUCATION

L By J. F. & Winirrep Horrapin.

[J This little book, to be pubhshed in the Labour Publishing
Co.’s well-known Shilling Series, tells the story of workers’
education in Britain from the days of Hodgskm, Dohcrty,
Detroisier and the early 19th century ‘ pioneers,” down
to the formation of the Education Advisory Committee by
the T.U. Congress General Council in 1924.

Price, 1s., paper cover (posipaid 1s. 13d.), dot}z—baund, 25, 6d.

(posipaid, 2s5. 8d.).

TWO PLAYS
Ready September 4thy, by arrangement with the Nonesuch Press,
Special Cheap Edition of ErnsT ToLLER’s

MASSES AND MAN
Price, 15. 6d. (posipaid, 1s. 84.). Paper Covers.

Ready Sept. 16th, by arrangement with Messrs. Adllen & Unwin,
S ecial Press Cheap Edition of
EDUCATION A Medley in Four Acts

By Frank J. ADKINs.
See note about this play on another page.
Price, 25. 6d. (posipaid, 2s5. 8d.).
(N.B.—Obtainable only from Press at this special price.)

. PLEBS, 162a BUCKINGHAM PALACE RD., LONDON, S.W.1.
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ROBOTS ONCE MORE'!

This short article follows up in an interesting way the subje discussed
by Ellen Wilkinson last month—ithe Indusirial Revolution which is
going on in our own day, as a result of the application of ** sciemtifi
methods ' in wvarsous indusiries.

“ HE first step in checking the spread of unionism in
the [U.S.] coal mines and in reétoring the industry
to a sound position . . . . will be to . . . . mechan-
calise the mines thoroughly, to $tandardise every

operation down to the minutest detail, so that no responsibility

of any kind will fall on the worker.”

Thus writes T. A. Stroup, superintendent of the Utah Fuel
Co., in a report to the American Institute of Mining and Metal-
lurgical Engineers (an employers’ institute). He is discussing the
spread of the * unnatural condition ”” of trade unionism among
miners, and how best to combat it. ‘

Thanks to mechanisation and $&andardisation, the Metal
Miners’ Union has, he says, decayed to become the shadow of
its former self. *“ In the metal mines, the tradition of the individual
miner, capable and responsible, has been abolished. . . . . The
trade of the metal miner has ceased to exist, they are now all mine
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workers fitting into niches and conforming to the routine laid
out by their managers.” A dose of the same medicine is needed '
by the coal miners. Then, says Stroup, the troublesome organisa- |
tion known as the United Mine Workers of America, will follow
the Metal Miners’ Union along the path of decay.

“In coal mining” (as contrasted with metal mining) *the
tradition of the individual worker has been maintained, even ex-
tended ; mechanisation has been very slowly and reluftantly
brought about. . . . . This has caused to exist a group of skilled
workers intensely jealous of their special knowledge and easily
maintained in compact organisations.”

He goes on to discuss “ levels of intelligence " and * Taylorism”
(see The Press Ousline of Psychology, pp. 96—99). The robotised
worker will not only be a better tooF for the capitaligt, a more
successful instrument for the production of surplus value; he
will also (says Stroup), being for the most part of E)w-grade intelli-
gence, be more contented and better off in proportion to the extent
to which he can be dehumanised till he fits into the niche preparcd
for him, and blindly follows the routine laid down. for him by his

manager —
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“ The simple faét of the preponderance of the subnormal in our
'E | working population mu be the point of departure for all successful

schemes of employer-employee relationship."’
But, of course, this kind consideration for the welfare of the

" robotised worker is a mere sop to the capitalist *“ conscience.” The
. = essential trend of Strm;p’s argument is that the mechanisation of
7 indudtry, and the degrading of the worker's intelligence, will help the
capitalists to combat the spread of trade unionism.
. Here we have one more instance of the way in which the acquisi-
it tions of *impartial”’ science can be used to further particular
he ¥ intere§ts—intereéts that are anything but impartial. The war
2 was a supreme objet lesson in this. All the great mechanical
¢ ® and chemical forces which had been developed mainly with a view
50 to production, were from 1914 to 1918 switched off into the work
. of de§truétion. There is a bourgeois use of Darwinism, and there
# is a proletarian use ; just as there are two sciences of economics—
% magter-class economics and working-class economics. The fact
i* that there are * mental levels "’ can be turned to account on either
side of the barricade (Outiine, p. 98). The science of industrial
psychology has other potentialities besides those that make it useful
* to the exploiter and the union-smasher. Let us quote the Ouzline
of Psychology in conclusion :—

“Under communism, the bourgeois $tudies of industrial psy-
chology, scientific management, Taylorism, etc.—originally under-
il taken by the master class to promote a more exhaustive exploitation
tz5 of the workers—will furnish the means of finding the right man
« for the job, and the right job for the man, and of securing the most
harmonious and most efficient use of labour power during those
hours when every member of society will be required to take his

fair share in produétive work.”

Epen and Cepar Paul.

LETTERS

= THE ExPERTS’ REPORT Report), does so under protest, just

EAR COMRADE,—I really as Lenin accepted the conditions of
it must protest against Comrade the Brest Litovsk Treaty, being
e Philips Price’s base perversion unable to summon up enough strength
e in his article in last month’s in Russia to resist them.”

2 issue of Lenin’s attitude towards the Let us recall exactly what Lenin
;  Brest-Litovsk Treaty in order to justify said.

.. his own spineless plea that the Labour At the C.E.C. of the Russian Com-
" Government should not stand up and munist Party there was a fierce discus-
%= face the Experts’ Report. sion on the question of the acceptance
This is what he says of it :— or otherwise of this treaty. Losovsky
. ‘“It is our business to see that in his booklet, The World Trade Union
' the Labour Government, while being Movement (page 28), repeats a de-

forced to accept it (the Experts’ scription of the discussion as related

2



356
by Radek. * Ilyich (Lenin) said, ‘ The
peasants have already voted for peace.’
Radek asked with a stare, ‘ When ?’
‘ They voted with their feet,” answered
Ilyich, ‘ because they are running away
from the front, and against this vote
nothing can be done.’”

Are the German or British workers,
may we ask Comrade Price, running
away of their own free will from the
Experts’ Report ? No. Then who is
running away ? The leaders of the
German Social Democratic Party and
the British Labour Party. Comrade
Philips Price joins in this shameful
retreat—*‘ under protest!”

He, a professed Marxist and therefore
a leader of the working class, advises
the British workers to accept the
Report with a protest—owing, forsooth,
so he says, “to the relative strength
of the classes throughout Europe not
being in our favour at the present time.”
Who is responsible for this—the workers
or the leaders whom he now supports ?
He exposed these so-called leaders of
the German workers—the heads of the
German Social Democratic Party—in
his book, Germany in Transition, as
the most devilish and bloody counter-
revolutionaries : he showed how they
split the German workers’ movement
by means of the most damnable be-
trayals, the most revolting murders,
and the most widespread and wholesale
debauchery. Now he supports them.,

He says: ‘‘Let the advice (of the
Experts) be turned into demands, and

this will assist the German Socialists

in their struggle.”

Who are these * German Socialists ** ?
Who is leading the struggle against the
Experts’ Report? It is the German
Communist Party. Who has accepted
the Experts’ Report with open arms ?
The German Social Democratic Party—
the ‘“socialists.”

Price’s position is only equalled by
the position of Kautsky at the begin-
ning of the war. Lenin described the

osition most definitely in his booklet,
The Collapse of the Second International,
On pages 41—44 of the S.L.P. edition,
he quotes a passage from one of Kaut-
sky’s pamphlets wherein Kautsky trys
to ridicule the suggestion that the
leaders of the German S.D.P., whom
he says are accused of suddenly be-
coming imperialists at the outbreak of
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war, were able to compel four millicn |
class conscious proletarians to veer
right round within twenty-four hours
and go against their aims. Lenin
shows (1) that it was only the leaders !
wha could speak, write and vote at,
that period with immunity; (2) that
these leaders never consulted the masses;
(3) that the leaders by their treason
—a treason, the symptoms of which
had already shown themselves—had
betrayed the masses and had left them
to be driven at the command of the
military; and (4) that the masscs
could not act in an organised way
because their previously created organi-
sation incarnated in those leaders such
as Kautsky had betrayed them.

Now, we ask Comrade Price, have
the German or English masses been
consulted or allowed to vote on the
Experts’ Report by the German S.D.P.
or the English Labour Party ? Neither
of these things has happened.

Comrade Price, you know quite wel
when the masses are consulted through
the efforts of the German and British
Communist Parties, they show uncom-
promising hostility 10 the Repoert. Are
you then, also to be ranked with the
opportunists distorting Lenin to justify
your opportunism as Kautsky distorted
Marx to justify his ?

Yours fraternally,
H. P. RATHBONE.

THE ‘- WOBBLIES ”

DEear CoMraDE,—Will British Labout
Organisations with the International
spirit protest against the imprisonment
of the Centralia * Wobblies,” buried
alive in Walla Walla Jail, on sentences
from twenty-five to forty years ? Pro-
tests should be sent to the nearest
U.S. Consular Agency, asking why
these men remamn in jail while the
murderers of their comrade, Wesle}
Everest, have never been even arrested.
(Everest was foully done to death—
lynched in the sight of his comrades—
although he was an ex-soldier, and wa
only defending himself when I.W.W.
hall was raided and destroyed.) -
ganisations should send appeals for 3
Federal Investigation to President
Coolidge, White House, Washington
U.S.A,, and to Gov, Hart, Olympi
Washington, U.S.A., asking that the
sentences be commuted. Copies of 3
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pamphlet with fuller particulars, Eight
Men Buried Alive, will be sent to any
comrade or organisation. Act quickly,
comrades, these men have been in
prison since I19I19.
Yours fraternally,
ELISABETH GILMAN
(Chairman, Maryland Committee Civil
Liberties)

London Address :—

c/o Coutts & Co., 440, Strand, W.C. 2.

AMERICAN LIBERTY

DEArR CoMRADE,—The gentle satire
of R. W. P.’s review of Louis F. Post’s
book, The Deportations Delirium of
1920, is altogether too kind to a brand
of Liberalism that is more dangerous
to the Labour mavement than 1s the
most outspoken reaction.

My wife and I were among the victims
of the delirium of which Mr. Post writes,
Among the 450 kept in jail by My. Post
under deportation warrants issued in
New England alone, three were driven
insane, and one of these committed
suicide. The conditions under which
Mr. Post’s Department held us were
subsequently described by a United
States Court as ‘ filth, confusion and
unnecessary suffering.” This language
is as much too gentle as Postgate's
treatment of Post. During the worst
period Mr. Post went on taking his
salary as Assistant-Secretary of Labour,
but never moved a finger to improve
conditions for his victims. Eventually
it was Post who signed our deportation
warrants ; the only persons *‘saved ”’
by Post were aliens who had been
arrested in error and whom Post's
paymasters wished to retain in the
United States as wage slaves.

It is true that Mr. Post subsequently
had to put up with the kind of attack to
which every man in American political
life is liable. He then endeavoured to
capitalise the attacks made upon him,
in much the same way as, during the
war, he capitalised his reputation for
fiery pacifism. As a paid member of
the war administration Post, the pacifist,
was one of its most valuable assets. His
tenure of office led many easy-going
Liberals to excuse the brutal repression
inaugurated by Wilson, by saying :—
“If it could be avoided, Louis F. Post
would never countenance it.”

Will you permit two who have had
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dealings with him to protest against
the use of the pages of The PLERS to
describe this super-Fecksniffi as a
‘“ worthy old gentleman ? "
Fraternally yours,
W. T. CoLYER.

A MiNErs’ BANNER

DEAR  CoMrADE,—The  Chopwell
Miners’ Lodge has suddenly jumped
into national prominence or notoriety—
(I'm not sure which). They have raised
the ire of the local and national press by
having dared to place on their new
banner photos of Keir Hardie, Marx and
Lenin. True, we had slight local hos-
tility, but with that we are not con-
cerned. Once our own people who are
opposed to us understand the full
significance of the lesson portrayed on
their banner, they will defend it against
all comers. And while at the moment
the press is rejoicing at the ‘‘ profound
commonsense and political wisdom **
displayed by those misguided women
who were hostile to the banner, they are -
really alarmed at the profound working
class commonsense and political wisdom
of a body such as the Chopwell Miners,
who have acquired sufficient intelligence
to purchase a banner such as theirs.

The only reason put forward against
the banner is, that the Lodge officials
are stated to be of the advanced political
type. If that be a crime, I am afraid
that not only the officials but the Lodge
as a whole must plead : * Guilty and
proud of it ”’ as the designs and inscrip-
tions were selected by majority vote.
We are proud of our banner, proud also
of the fact that we are the first Miners’
Lodge in Durham County, and so far as
we know the country, who have borne
aloft a banner on which appeared photos
of those three great pioneers, Marx,
Lenin, and J. Keir Hardie.

Yours fraternally,
JAcK GILLILAND,
(President Chopwell Miners’ Lodge).

VICTIMISATION OF LABOUR COLLEGE
STUDENTS

DEAR CoMRADE.—During the last
few days I have met three ex-Labour
College students, all of whom have been
victimised since their return from
college.

Each had a tale of woe; each had
been idle for over ten months. They
were all miners, and to their long list of
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grievances had been added a further
onc—a most galling one—that of being
deprived of membership in the organisa-
tion under whose auspices, and at whose
invitation, they had gone to college.

These men, whom we as miners have
helped at considerable expense to
educate that they could serve us on
their return, are now being allowed to
eke out a miserable existence with
hardly a protest from any quarter.

Can the miners afford this to continue?
Does not the miners’ organisation
require the services these men could
render ? If at any time we could afford
to be without them—that time is not
now.

They are certainly poorer on account
of victimisation : are we not also poorer
in allowing it? Something must be
done !

One never hears or sees anything
which indicates that the SW.M.F, is
thinking, much less discussing the
question.

The men affected have no access to
their organisation—they are no longer
members of it—it therefore remains for
us within to move in the matter. The
pages of The PLEBs are undoubtedly
open for a discussion of ways and means
of giving the problem full publicity.
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Let us get together and make sug-
gestions—and that immediately.
Yours fraternally,
G. L J.

“ THE PLEBS ’ BARRED

DeAR CoOMRADE,—I wrote to the
Libraries Committee of the Ilford
Urban District Council on June 29th
asking if they would care ta exhibit
copies of The PLEBs at the Seven
Kings Public Library, and offering
to donate copies. The Librarian re-
plied on June 3oth and asked for
copies to show his commitee. These
were supplied (two copies of the July
issue), and the Librarian finally replied

on July 29th thanking us for our offer

and adding: “ The committee, how-
ever, were unable to recommend the
council at their meeting last week to
accept the same.”

I may say that copies of the Highway
always used to be at the library, but
The PLEBs is evidently taboo. Probably
the fact that Sir Frederick Wise, M.P.
(of the Federation of British Indus-
tries) is president of the local W.E.A.,
is a guarantee that the W.E.A. magazine
is safe for the Ilford public.

Yours fraternally,
A. J. H. OkEYy’

(Ilford District Secretary, N.C.L.C.).

REVIEWS

ScrooL Books—NEwW S1vVLE

Man Before History. By Mary E,
Boyle (Harrap, 2s.).

The Building of the Modern World *
Book I. The Childhood of the
Western Nations. By J. A. Bren-
don (Edward Arncld, 2s, 6d.).

ERE are two books—each
excellently printed and illus-
trated—which demonstrate the
advances made in the teaching
cf history in elementary schools during
quite rccent years. The first sum-
marises in interesting fashicn all the
main facts so far ascertained about

prehistoric men, beginning with a

chapter on the Ice Ages, and going on

to discuss the tools, pursuits, and
dwellings of Early Men, and their
principal developments from later

Paleolithic times down to the begin-

nings of the Bronze Age and the first

written history, 3000 B.Cc. In addition

to a large number cf smaller drawings,
the book has five full-page colour
plates of cave-paintings of animals.
A wonderful two-shillingsworth.

The other book is the first of a series
of faur, which aim at meeting H. G.
Wells’ demand for schaol histories
which should not be simply English
history, but which should relate the
latter to European history. This first
book covers the period between the
decline of the Western (Roman) Fmpire
and the fall of Constantinople—the end
of the Middle Ages. It concerns itself
perhaps a little too much with the
genealogies of monarchs; but it has
quite excellent sections on Feudalism,
the Church, the Monasteries, the Cru-
sades, etc., many good maps, and a
useful chronological chart, A.D. jo0—
1500.

We Plebs need to keep in touch
with books like these—if only because
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the human material which comes on
to us from the elementary schools
will, as a result of their use, be con-
siderably better-informed, and there-
fore more critical, than the men and
women of our cwn generation had any
chance to be, J. F. H.
FrEuUD
Sigmund Freud. By F. Wittels.
Translated by E. and C. Paul
(Allen & Unwin, ros. 6d.).

The absence of a sense of humour
may be a serious handicap—may, in-
deed, be nearly madness. It was
Robert Owen’s monstrous seriousness
and humourless-ness that made him
engage in so many hopeless projects
and load up his propaganda with trivial
and dangerous accretions, Marat’s un-
balanced ferocity, in his later years,
sprang also from the utter lack of
humour which made him see accidental
checks as injuries of overpowering
gravity.

For a complete lack of humour,
ultimately, means a sort of madness
because it means an utter lack of sense
of proportion. Humour, most times,
consists in the perception of a sudden
and agreeable disproportionateress—
as for example between Mr. Churchill’s
head and his hat, or between Espoir’s
George V. and the idea of Regal Majesty.

In this way, the almost ccmplete
lack of humour in the Freudian and
sub-Freudian school of *‘ new psy-
chologists ”’ gives the key to the
present flood of literature of which this
book is one example. Humour is not
only absent; it is a positively evil
thing. Wit is ‘" an economy of thought "’
remarks Herr Wittels irritably, only
‘ because it diverts attention from the
fundamental problem.” [Nobody, of
course, has ever admitted that they
have no sense of humour, nor does our
author. But his—and Freud’'s—idea
of a joke can be seen on page 199.]
Only from such roots could arise a
pseudo-science, an alchemy, whose
evidence is trivial, whose conclusions
are evidently and strikingly absurd,
and whose practice is frequently
pernicious.

Perhaps that last phrase is excessive.
But it is at least a tenable view and one
that should be stressed in face of the
tendency of wvague °‘ Leftists” to
swallow Freud on the principle of
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accepting any new thing. (Herr
Wittels, by the by, wants to forbid
women studying medicine in order to
cultivate feminine rotundities | Sounds
very advanced !) Take for example the
following axioms, upon which further
theories and practicable treatment of
patients are based :

(1) Oedipus complex—apparently a
universal complaint : —* The (usually
unconscious) desire of a son to kill his
father and possess his mother.”
(Perhaps one should mention that the
translators weakly regard this definition
as a bit ‘' uncompromising.”’)

(2z) Nothing is mislaid by accident.
There are no blunders or forgetfulness
or spoonerising. Everything is deliber-
ate action by ‘ the unconscious.”
(Try to relate this to your own every
day experience, if you can !)

(3) “ Ultimately he [apparently, man
generally] wants to castrate all the men
in the world, that he may be autocrat
in the realm of love.”

[Two further * axioms,’” and an in-
stance of the dangerous practice of
psycho-analysis, have been omitted
from this review, as unsuited to a
magazine like The PLEBS, which does not
circulate exclusively among students of
medicine or physiclogy.—Ed., PLEBSs.]

The method of investigation pursued
in this * science,’”” as shown by the
instances of dream interpretation in
this book, will charm all students of
scientific method : ‘' A patient dreamed
of Kaa, the great python in Kipling’s
Jungle Book. Kaa represents strength
(Kraft). But K, in the German
alphabet pronounced Kabh, is also an
initial letter. Most of the Jewish
surnames beginning with K were
originally Kohn. The woman with
whom the dreamer was in love had
been called Kohn and changed her
name to Kraft.” Or see, perhaps
better, the instance on page 8o.

Now, it is not astonishing that people
should believe these things and work
them into a coherent system. They
are not as wild as the *' British Israel **
theories. Another example would be
one of the Greek ministers executed
recently who believed he had glass legs,
and acted coherently on that basis,
But is it just to class the * new
psychologists *’ with people who believe
they have glass legs ¢ I do not know.
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Yet there are certain evidences of
abnormality in the Freudian school,
which suggest that it has become a
magnet for people abnormal in one way
or the other—who have mightily in-
creased of course as a result of the war.

Among these evidences is Wittels’
account of the Freudian circle. He
describesit as a mass of seething personal
hatreds and frantic jealousies. None
of the satellites will consent to read the
books of any of the others, but condemn
them as pretentious nonsense. They
listen only to the words of the Master.
The Swiss and Austrian schools have
been on the worst terms for years:
legal action to prevent the others
calling themselves ‘‘psycho-analysts ™ is
contemplated by either side.

Every few years Freud picks out one
of the crowd for a special favourite.
He swears eternal friendship with him
and for a short while the temporary
Crown Prince is not only associated in
all Freud’s work, butisgiven a vexatious
authority and predominance over the
others. Within a few years, however,
the Master ejects the Crown Prince from
his seat with violence and contempt.
His views are discovered to be detestable,
his scientific abilities to be contemptible.
The whole school, in the public press,
flings itself upon him in ecstatic fury,
covering him with abuse and his
theories with ridicule until he prudently
withdraws from the danger zone.
Jung, Stekel, Adler and Wittels are all
such dethroned and disgraced princes.

Herr Wittels also mentions that
psycho-analysts are given more than
others to suicide, not so much because
of the horrible things they find in their
patients’ minds as because of what
they find in their own.

It only remains to be added that he
is not an opponent, but an advocate,
of Freud's principles. The translators
have done their work well. They have
added an appendix containing many
strange and ugly words and one
lamentable excursion into philology.

R. W. P.
THE DISTRIBUTIVE WORKER
Commercial Employees and Protective
Legislation. By J. Hallsworth
(Lab. Pub. Co., 1s. paper ; 2s. 6d.
cloth).

Trade union action has never yet suc-

ceeded in standardising the conditions
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for shop assistants and commercial
employees generally. Regarding them-
selves as “a cut above the manual
worker ”’ their wages and conditions
have yet been such as no body of
artisans would tolerate. Their only
protection from absolutely unrestricted
exploitation has been merely scraps of
legislation of a patchwork character,
several of which, such as Child Labour
Legislation, Public Health Legislation,
and The Truck Acts, only incidentally
affect shop workers. Even this scanty
protection is largely of a permissive
nature and is complicated by a kind of
local option which varies conditions in
different localities according to the
measures taken by the Local Authorities.

The active shop worker and his trade
unions naturally seek totake fulladvan-
tage of any protective legislation, and
this little book is invaluable for that
purpose. It summarises clearly and
concisely all the legislation affecting
the conditions of shop life and the index
makes it easily available for ready
reference. No trade union branch
catering for commercial employees
should be without it.

The summarising of this legislation
also enables one to see how little legal
protection this class of worker has, and
it impresses one more and more with the
need for a strong trade union organisa-
tion. Even the proposed legislation,
which the book deals with, mild though
it is, requires for its adequate enforce-
ment trade union supervision and a
share in the administration of the Acts
by the unions. The author points this
out and hopes that future legal enact-
ments will clear the road for further
industrial action.

It is probable, however, that trade
unionism will spread among shop assis-
tants, even apart from legislative reform,
owing to the develorment of the large
stores and multiple shops, in the same
way as the herding of the workers
into the factories led to the growth of
trade unionism among the factory
workers.

The best legislation is the result of
industrial activity, whereas trade union
organisation that results from legislative
action is not likely to be of either 3
strong or permanent character, This
is not likely to be forgotten by a man
with the record of trade union activity
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- among shop assistants that Mr. Halls-
;. worth has, and he sums it up on the last
page when he says ‘‘ it would be most
unwise to check the growth of trade
unionism among the workers at present

. outside the ranks by teaching them to -

- rely entirely on the legislative method
- of obtaining reform.”

- Unfortunately there is that tendency
: at work, and properly used this little
book should help to counteract it.

e DAN STEPHENSON.

PROUDHON
General Idea of the Revolution of the

XIXth Century. By J. P.
Proudhon (Freedom Press,
2s, 6d.).

In the Communist Manifesto, Proud-
hon was cited as one of the high priests
of *bourgeois socialism.” In the
present work, completed some three
years later, he demonstrates that the
particular sections of the bourgeoisie
., for whom he feels are the business men
'z and the small proprieters generally :
. a very natural feeling for a French
social philosapher—especially in 18s1.
The business men—who, though not
naturally modest or self-effacing, could
hardly recognise themselves in the
cloquent, flattering eulogies of Proudhon
. —have ever been, it appears, the
saviours cof saciety, ever the initiators
of the progress of society; and he
appeals to them in his dedicatory
preface to resume their traditional role,
and save the untutored but inoffensive
masses from themselves.
_ Proudhon, as we are not unprepared
=7 to find, vigorously attacks the then
“" developing industry with its minute
sub-division of the labour process.
Who, he asks, ** Who would be daring
enough to take one man for a hammer,
another for a spade, this one for a hock,
that one for a lever? Who could
arrogate the right to exploit such a body
of slaves? "’ Proudhon's reason and
Justice could not justify such exploita-
tion, but his admired business men had
no such qualms and history has not
failed to reward such daring and
arrcgance.
. What Proudhon’s reason and sense
< of justice dictated was an association
of employer and employed. Such
“. association he declares to be ‘‘ abso-
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lutely right and necessary,” and he
further informs us that *‘ there is not
one of the mercantile class, acquainted
with commerce and industry and their
innumerable risks, who would not prefer
a fixed salary and honourable position
in a working association to all the
worries of a private business.”

On the other hand, the mass of
peasantry will have no incentive to
work satisfactorily without the promise
of the private ownership of the land
they cultivate. And ‘‘ myriads of small
manufacturers, dealers, and artisans ”’
will prefer complete independence to
either association with employers and

"other workers or to private possession

and cultivation of the soil, these being
‘“ sure of a country wherever they can
find work.”  Such is to be the founda-
tion of the * grandiose " structure of
the Revolution as proposed by
Proudhon, who thus seeks to make
himself all things to all men.

Proudhon’s idea of revolution is
therefore association of the classes, a
not very original idea either before or
since 1851, As he puts it: ‘* Recon-
ciliation is revolution, I assure you "'—
the ones whom he seeks to reassure
being his beloved business men. And
it is, of course, these who must be
reconciled with the untutored working
men., The latter, on their side, must
“ get rid of a mean and jealous spirit
and recognise that there is room for
everyone in the sunlight of the
Revolution.”

If only the bourgeoisie will assume
the heroic role of leadership assigned
by Proudhon, and if the masses will but
see the folly of their interminable and
destructive quarrels, all shall be better
than well. Unfortunately, capitalism
and its class struggles have gone their
way neglectful, and for the most part
quite ignorant, of the pleadings and
preachments of Proudhon. The value
of his work lies not in these things but
in his assertion of the final absorption
of the functions of government in the
economic organism,

T. A.
SpAIN )
Spain To-day. By Frank B. Deakin
(Labour  Publishing Company,
7s. 6d.).

The existing social system in Spain
is doomed to an early break-down.
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The governing classes are in a condition
of prolonged panic and recently took
steps to consolidate their power by
establishing a military directory and
a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. But
the position remains unstable. There
are a number of conflicting currents
in the stream of events. Not only is
there a state of violent hostility between
the workers and peasants on the one
hand, and the capitalists and the land-
lords on the other, but there are im-
portant divisions in the ranks both of
the exploiters and of the exploited.

The rulers of Spain are still chiefly
a parasitic class of aristocratic land-
owners and their hangers-on. But
their hegemony is strongly contested
by the industrial capitalists, whose
claim to power is the real basis of the
separatist movement in Catalonia (the
most highly industrialised area con-
taining the important city of Barcelona).

The challenge to the existing order
which is offered by the working class
is violent but ineffective. The popula-
tion is largely illiterate. The whole
population is bemused by religion and
constitutionally disinclined to constant
effort owing to racial characteristics
(e.g., the orientalstoicism of the Arabic
elements) and to lack of political
ability. Moreover, a reformist Labour
movement does much to sap the vitality
of the working class.

The chaotic condition of public
affairs brought about by the corruption
and incompetence of the Spanish
rulers almost passes belief. Educa-
tion, hygiene, transport, are grossly
undeveloped. Mr. Deakin gives graphic
details of the deficiencies of the country
in these matters. He hopes for a new
régime of a Liberal-Labour sort,
inspired by high ideals and gifted with
technical efficiency. He sees that
material progress will never be made
under the rule of the landlords, but
he does not seem to realise that a
triumph of the industralists, while
it might bring material improvements,
would not solve the social problem,
He is really an advocate of a bourgeois
revolution qualified by social reform,

The book contains many useful and
interesting facts, but suffers from
the lack of a clear principle. The
class division of society is recognised,
but the class issue is not shewn as the
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fundamental one. The chapter o
““The Workers ' is inadequate. We
could well have spared the prolonged
description of bad smells in Madrid
(even ““ a few yards outside the grounds
of the British Embassy itself!”
for a completer account of the working
class and their organisation.
L. W
Tae W.E.A.

The W.E.A. has sent for review 2
large souvenir, engraved on wood, with
woodcuts, of its 21st birthday cele-
brations. The paper is good and the
inking well done. The woodcuts ar
not uniformly successful and there wil
be two opinions on the quality of the
wood-engraver's lettering. The whole
effect, however, is not unpleasing.

There are two serious errors. The
first is, the inclusion of a portrait of
Cobbett. Cobbett’s leading ideas on
education were three: (1) a devouring
contempt for University teaching, and
its exponents; (2) a contempt for
education that was not of definite us
to the workers; (3) a deep conviction
that the workers must control their own
educational institutions, or the others
would ruin them. It is easy to imagine
how he would have flayed the col
lection of smugs who make up the
W.E.A.
chosen to insult his memory by including
his portrait here. .

The second error is that the souvenir

is printed in red by mistake for yellow.
R.W.P.

Fire MiNERrs’ UNION
The Fife Mineyrs Union Split (No
price or publisher given).

This most important little pamphlet
is one of a kind that fortunately is very
rare in Britain. It describes a split on
ultimately political grounds in a union.
In almost every continental trade unon
such splits have accurred. Thestren
of the workers has been crippled by the
conflicts between right and left wings
and the only man to benefit has been
the boss. In Britain up till now that
has not been so. There is the Fife
Miners’ Split, and the recent breakaway
of yellow P.O. telegraphists. Perhaps
one could also count the seamen’s
dissensions as vaguely similar. But
these three complete the list—and may
it grow no longer.

It is not clear why they have |

s
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This pamphlet gives the case of the
rebels who have broken away, under the
7 leadership of Mr. Hodge, from the
:. old union dominated by Mr. Adamson.
- According to the statements in this
: pamphlet the behaviour of the existing
- officials was flagrantly dishonest and

corrupt, and a large majority of the
. union rank and file vainly exhausted
every constitutional avenue to express
- its will, being met with American boss
. methods that made members’ control
over the union impossible. If this is
- true—we have only one side before us—
and only if this istrue, the rebels’action
was justified. But short of such

S ourreaders will note, our Book
List for this autumn includes
two plays, each of great
- Iinterest to worker-students.
.- Toller’s great drama is referred to else-
.. where in this i1ssue. The second play
(by the author of Emglisk for Heme
Students) is of peculiar interest to all
Plebs, and hence our reason for making
; Special arrangements with the publishers,
L1e§srs. Allen and Unwin, for a PLEBS
Editon at less than the ordinary pub-
lished price.

Eaucation : A Medley in 4 Acts is not
written specifically from the Pleb
¢ Standpoint. But it raises, in a vividly
«; interesting way, such questions as
' ‘* Are the universities class preserves
or ‘national’ training centres?

“Can the workers expect to get
what they want from existing univer-
sities ? **

The story of the play might have been

NOTES BY

© A Secret File
W.P. writes:—Searching at the
Record Office recently I was
able to consult—perhaps
throughofficial inadvertence—
a volume of ‘ private and secret”
» Home Office correspondence from 1819
to 1844. The earlier part is full of

363
extreme circumstances, to split a union
is a serious crime against the working
class.

R. W. P.

The Socialist Review (New Series,
No. 1), gives prominence to an article
by the editor, John Scurr, M.P., on
¢ Labour and the Empire.” A good
deal of this article consists of quota-
tions from—or paraphrases of—our
Economic Geography Textbook; but
the writer makes no acknowledgment
of his indebtedness. We respectfully
submit that this is not quite playing
the game.

“EDUCATION—A MEDLEY"”
A Play for Plebs

devised by an I.W.C.Er. Each of the
first three acts tells how a lectureship
was founded at Cambridge ; the first by
a mediaval abbot who, bested by a Jew
money-lender, desired to arrange for
the annual preaching of a sermon
against usury ; the second by a mid-
Victorian railway king, anxious to
popularise capitalist economics; and
the third by a Co-operative Scciety,
which decided ta expend a post-war
boom *‘ divi ”’ on founding a lectureship
in *“ co-operative economics.” The last
act tells how the university authorities
“ pooled " all three endowments and
appointed a Professor of Economics
whose job it would be to reconcile the
divergent aims of the three.

It is a pretty little piece of satire, and
as a public reading—in whole or in
part—with the * moral "’ rubbed n
from the I.C.W.E. point of view, it will
make excellent propaganda.

THE WAY

letters encouraging the use of spies and
eagerly collecting their information.
But I was somewhat surprised to find
no trace of spy activities against the
Chartists. I inspected thoroughly from
1838 to 1844 inclusive and found only
innumerable warrants ordering the
opening of letters. The victims included
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Dr. Taylor (whose correspondence was
to be lost in case the delay was noted)
practically all the Chartist leaders,
T. S. Duncombe, M.P., and Richard
Cobden !

The Home Secretary, Graham, was
anxious in 1842, unlike Sidmouth, to
prevent troops ever being used to break
strikes. He writes (25-8-42) to Earl
Talbot desiring him to urge the masters
to grant the ‘* just causes of complaint ”’
of the workers about their wages. ‘I
am by no means prepared to use Military
Force to compel a reduction of wages or
to uphold a grinding system of Truck.”

Thus, with Sidmouth, before the
Reform Bill of 1832, we have a shaky
landowners’ government, cruel because
frightened, and scaring itself stiff with
spy report. After the Bill and the
advent of the middle classes to power,a
strong capitalist government, conscious
of its strength, cool, collected and
almost generous.

Notindaj Aferoj
La Traduka Komitato de B.L.E.S.

THE PLEBS

decidis ridigi la literaturon por laborist
studantoj tutmondaj per Esperantig:
de Skizo de Ekonomia Geografio. Jam
komencis la laboro kaj la Eldonfako de
S.A.T. baldaii ricevos la presindan
verkon.

La ruguloj de S.A.T. Kkongresis
kvarafoje sub la honorprezideco de
Ernst Toller ¢e Brussels, Aug. 1416
Britaj delegatoj partoprenis la diskuton
Pri grava problemo : kiel pli bone aplik
Esperanton al la servo de la laboristoj.
Plena raporto aperos en Semnaciul
la nova ¢iusemajna gazeto.

Tre leginda estas la Augusta numero
de la Lit-Scienca Aldono de S.R. (B
pp.). Por gi Barbusse, Gorki, Tollr
Rolland, Upton Sinclair kaj aliaj verkis
specialajn artikolojn kaj éiu denuncis
la militon je la dekjara datreveno del2
mondkatastrofo, 1914a, Havebla ¢
Spiller, 13, Dewsbury Rd., London,
N.W. 10, 6d. postpaid.

The PLEBS «“ ECONOMIC GEO-
GRAPHY” & “IMPERIALISM”
Textbooks

We have jusl recesved a copy of the Russian edition of the Plebs
“Qutline of Economic Geography,” which has been translated for use i
the Soviet schools ; and we are informed that a Russian edition of our
“ Qutline of Modern Imperialism” is in the press, and will be published
shortly. Qur readers will be interested in the followiug transiation of the
special Preface to the Economic Geography Texthook.

HE book here presented,

though small in size, is rich

in content. The account of

the contemporary economic
and political geography of the world is
preceded by a sketch of universal
history. In this respect, the work
differs frcm ordinary geographical text-
books, which usually exclude historical
considerations,

But this is not the only merit of the
book., Nor is its only merit that it
contains from 40 to so historical and
geographical maps. We have here a
Marxist manual of geography in which

the geographical and historical part is
linked to the political problems of our
own time, and in especial to the funda-
mental problem of the conquest ¢
power by the international protetariat,
the creation of a world-wide socialist
econcmy.

There can be no doubt that this bock
will secure tens of thousands of readers;
that, above all, it will be an indispens-
able aid in our schools and especially
In the Party schools; that, finally,
it will be very useful to the average
Party member. Our Party (recently
reinforced by the accession of 200,000
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" workers), since it rules the State, must
in its everyday life concern itself and
interest itself in the problems of inter-
national politics—must “ think in
continents,” to quote the phrase of the
British imperialist, Joseph Chamberlain.

Of course, the elements of economic
and political geography presented in
this book do not furnish all the know-
ledge requisite for such an under-
standing.

There is one thing to be regretted.
That is the fact that the book was
written for British readers and in the
English tongue, from which this trans-
lation has been made. This indis-
pensable manual of geography has
appeared in capitalist Britain, whereas
here in Russia, where the communists
are in power, no such manual as yet
exists |

Nay, worse! Not only have we
not had an economic geography of the
world ; we have not yet even a satis-
factory Marxist econcmic geography of
our own Union of Soviet Republics !

N. PoroFrF.

LABOUR COLLEGE (LONDON)
STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION.

HE students held their annual
‘" breaking up’” social on
Saturday, July 19th (the
summer vacation being from
. July 26th to September 16th). The
%+ number of students finishing their
two years’ course are only three. This
leaves twenty-four students to return
after the vacation for their second
year’s course. )

The three students, who are returning
to the South Wales coalfield, have no
prospects whatever of finding work.
This question of securing employment
for ex-students ought to be settled
. once and for all by the two Executives.
~"If this is not done, the Unions con-
.. cerned cannot expect to get full value
out of the students for whose training
they have paid.

Several students have taken the
opportunity to visit Russia for practical
experience during the summer vacation.
“  They left on July 26th, sailing with
“ the returning ffty Russian trade
“  unionists who had been on a visit to
*  this country. Many of us deplore the
reception these Russian comrades re-
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ceived from the official Trade Union
movement in this country. Much of
their time was wasted in looking for
suitable accommodation during their
visit. Qur students from the Labour
College have been granted certain
privileges and facilities during their
visit to Russia.

The Committee of Enquiry gave
permission to the present residential
students to send one representative
to state their case. The Enquiry
has now finished, and everyone is
keenly awaiting the report which is
somewhat overdue.

J. T. D.

THE MINORITY MOVEMENT
AND I.W.C.E.

The following resolution, moved by
Com. Aitken (Coatbridge and Airdrie
Trades Council), and seconded by a
N.U.R. delegate (Covent Garden
branch), was passed unanimously at
the National Minority Movement Con-
ference, held at Battersea, Aug. 24th :—

This Conference of the National
Minority Movement places on record
the important part which education
must play in the training and de-
velopment of an intelligent and
militant rank and file in the Trade
Union Movement.

It declares that for this purpose
the Education to be provided must
be free of all capitalist control
through the Universities or otherwise.

Further, it must be definitely
working class in character, be based
on a recognition of the class struggle,
and have for its immediate purpose
the education of the workers for
their industrial and political struggles
against capitalism throughout the
world and for the abolition of the
capitalist system.

This Conference notes with pleasure
the increasing interest which is being
taken on this question throughout
the Trade Union Movement, and
declares that the National Minority
Movement shall recognise as one of
its immediate objects the adoption
of Independent Working-class Edu-
cational schemes through the medium
of the National Council of Labour
Colleges by the Trade Unions of this

country.
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The NATIONAL COUNCIL

of LABOUR

HEAD OFFICE—22

COLLEGES

ELM ROW, EDINBURGH

Gen. Sec., . P. M. Millar (1o whom all reports should be sen)

HE Labour College, London.—

W. H. Mainwaring who has for

some years been the Economics

Lecturer at the Labour College,
London, as well as Vice-Principal, and
who is one of the best known supporters
of LW.C.E. in South Wales, has recently
been elected Miners’ Agent for the
Rhondda, and the movement extends to
him its hearty congratulations. We
understand the Governors of the College
have made Alex. Robertson Vice-
Principal in his stead, and that T.
Ashcroft, who has been doing excellent
work in the Liverpool area, has been
appointed Lecturer in Economics at
the College.

Building Trade Dispute—~It is a
pleasure to report that a considerable
amount of help has been given by
N.C.L.C. organisers and lecturers to
the Building Trade Workers. This is
the way to show that our education is
of practical value to the working-class
Movement.

N.C.L.C.  Executive—Two new
members have joined the Executive—
W. D. Rae (of the Shcet Metal Workers’
Union) and G. S. Aitken (of the Scottish
Labour College).

Vehicle Builders—No one has yet
written Head Office saying what hap-
pened to the N.C.L.C. resolutions.
Will someone kindly oblige, and will
enthusiasts in this and other Unions
please note that it will be a great help
if, whenever they get an educational
resolution put down for any Conference,
they advise the exact terms of the
resolution to N.C.L.C. Headquarters ?

Week-end  Schools—Colleges  are
strongly advised to arrange non-resi-
dential Week-end and Day Schools to
which members of the National Unions
having Fducational Schemes will be
entitled to free admission, others paying
a small fee. This is one of the best
means of making our educational work
a success during the summer period.

Byitish Tyades Union Congress.—The
General Council of the British Trades
Union Congress has made a grant of
£100 to the N.C.L.C.

Supplies.—In reply to requests dupl-
cate letter books have been printed for
the use of local Colleges and duplicate
receipt books are also being printed for
the same purpose. A propagands
leaflet intended to interest workers in
our Movement entitled ““ Are You A
Live Wire ? " has been published. The
reverse side is blank in order that
Colleges purchasing supplies from
Headquarters can print thereon par
ticulars of the local winter classes of
any other information. Full use should
be made of all these supplies.

In a number of cases, local Colleges
are providing their young lecturess
with N.C.L.C. Correspondence Courses
with a view to assisting them in th
earlier stages of lecture work, This 3
an excellent plan that might well b
followed by other Colleges.

Lantern Slides—There is no doubt
that the lantern lecture is by far the
best means of popularising our work
and if a charge 1s made it can, as a fule,
be a source of income. Colleges desiring
sets of slides should order them as soon
as possible.

What the Divisions are doing

Division 1.—Classes have been rut
ning at Canning Town, Bethnal Greet
Holborn, Islington, Tottenham 3!’d
Willesden. In addition a substan
number of branch lectures has beet
given and new affiliations are still being
received. London readers might I
quire whether their organisations 8%
affiliated.

Division 2.—An extensive lectr®
tour is now being arranged for
Division.

Division 3.—Up to August 12th,
31 lectures have been given to meetings
organised by Building Trade Disputes
Committees with attendances of 250
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big centres. ‘ What an educational
movement we could have if men hadn’t
to goto work | *’ wasone comment. We
have certainly interested other sections
of the N.F.B.T.O. Special Meetings
arranged at High Wycombe, Peterboro’,
Lawestoft, Grays and Norwich with
Alex. Gossip, G. Young and Newbold
among the lecturers and we hope by use
of lantern slides to make a general start
with classes by September 21st. Two

- lantern lectures are to be given at

A.E.U. Institute, Luton, on September
21st and 28th,

Division 4.—A successful conference
was held in the Swansea area for the
purpose of stimulating and developing
our activities and a committee was
elected from the conference in order to
carry out the necessary steps. Further
Day Schools have been run with very
satisfactory results and we hope to
make a big forward move during the
course of the coming winter.

Division 6.~In Birmingham the
LL.P. Council has appointed two dele-
gates to the Birmingham Labour College
Committee. This is part result of the
campaign that is presently being carried
out in Birmingham in order to develop
a strong Labour College. It is hoped
to report substantial progress in the
Potteries shortly.

Division 7.—Our old Comrade Walter
Hill, the N.U.D.A.W. agent for the
Shipley division, is going to assist in
opening classes in a number of towns in
Yorkshire. Everything promises well
for a good winter’s programme through-
out the division.

Division 8.—In consequence of the
loss of our good friend Comrade Ash-
croft’s services we are at present con-
sidering applications for the vacancy.
After an address by Jack Hamilton,
the Darwin District Trades and Labour
Council unanimously agreed to affiliate
to the North Lancs Area, N.C.L.C., and
to organise classes for next winter. A
most successful week-end school, with
J. F. Horrabin and T. Ashcroft as
lecturers, was held on August gth and
1oth with A. N. Denaro, Secretary of
the Liverpool and District Carters and
Motormen’s Union and A. Davison,
Secretary of the Liverpool Trades and
Labour Council in the chair on Saturday

and Sunday respectively.

The Annual Meeting of the Liverpool
Labour College will be held in Clifton
House, 41, Islington, Liverpool, on
Saturday, September zoth, at 3 p.m.
The speakers will include J. Gibbins,
M.P., T. Ashcroft, and (it is hoped)
Geo. Hicks.

Division 9.—With reference to the
paragraph in last month'’s notes we have
since learned that at the last moment
the British Broadcasting Company
refused to allow Ccmrade Coxon to give
his address without very severely cen-
soring his speech. The consequence
was that he refused to proceed on the
ground that the censorship made it
impossible for him to state the case for
the N.C.L.C. We are having a further
week-end school in September and a
successful meeting of the Wheatley and
Sherburn branches of the N.U.D.A.W.
has been held. A band of the Ashing-
ton District students arranged a trip to
Edinburgh where they were met and
taken about by some of the officials and
friends of the Edinburgh and District
Labour College.

Division 10 (Scotland).—The Aber-
deen Labour College has held a success-
ful conference at Inverurie with D.
Browett as speaker in addition to its
Annual Meeting at Aberdeen which was
addressed by J. P. M. Millar., Secretary
Morrison and his Colleges deserve all
praise for the way they are pushing our
work in the North. Glasgow District
has been busy organising and one result
is the affiliation of the very large Glas-
gow branch of the U.PW. The
Renfrewshire Ccmmittee is organising
a conference in the Greenack part of its
area and steps are being taken to
organise a conference for Dumbarton.
Both the Lanarkshire and Ayrshire
Committees are busy endeavouring to
get increased support from the local
mining organisations. A. J. Cook is to
address the annual conferences of both
committees.

To WoRrkERS’ UNION MEMBERS

Will all Plebs who are members of
the Workers’ Union, get their branches
to include an education scheme _in
their amendment to union rules, which
must be in early next month ?
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The PLEBS Page

Can we run our own Guest House!

HE description of Cober Hill

Summer School moved many

comrades to write expressing

their envy at the lucky ones
who were present, and those who were
present at Bispham realised what possi-
bilities are latent in these gatherings
of the clans. Bispham will be famous
for one thing, and that is the idea
that was brought forward that we
needed (and could run, if we set about
it) our own Guest House. We had a
jolly group of comrades and the weather
was perfect but . . . and contained in
that but are many things better left
unsaid. We were not able to book
the whole place, which meant that
our political ideas as expressed in riotous
song displeased other visitors; and
the accommodation was not up to the
standard that we have come to look
for after Culcheth and Cober Hill.

So what about it, Plebs? 1 may as
well confess that I am as keen about
this as about anything for a long
time, and am willing to place myself
at the disposal of the League in or-
ganising what I feel sure would turn
out to be one of our greatest assets.
Will everyone and anyone interested
write their ideas, suggestions, send
cheques (if any), and begin discussing
the proposition ? I can promise that
all the material shall be carefully col-
lated and that as the idea materialises
Plebs Leaguers shall be kept informed
through these pages of what is taking
place. Here are some preliminary ideas
about it, so that comrades will have
something to criticise :—

We need a largish house with
ground attached and room to develop.
It must be in a central position in
England, but not too near any one
of our centres, as it would be important
that no one College should have too
great an advantage over others more
distant in making use of such a house.
Rather a remote place preferred as
the cheaper it is the better. A seaside
place would obviously be desirable as
far as the Summer School is concerned,
but there are two important points

to be borne in mind against a seaside
place : (i.) If any use is to be made
of it in winter, inland is better than
seaside; (ii.) it is almost impossible
to get either a cheap place or a place
that is more or less equidistant frcm
the different districts at the seaside.
The question of place seems to point
to the Peak district of Derbyshire, of
round about Belper, Wirksworth of
Derby. (Local comrades, please note)

The money might be raised in several
ways : (i.) The formation of a company
on the same linesas C. H. Kerrand Co.
worked on in their publishing business,
shares subscribed by individuals or
groups ; no dividends, but reduction
in fees to shareholders for board and
lodging. All profits to go to improving
the Guest House, adding further build-
ings, or making it more available for
the shareholders (schemes such as the
pooling of fares, etc.); (ii.) classes,
groups or individuals to donate fum!-
ture or other requisites; (iii.) money
for the purchase of buildings to be
subscribed by special efforts such 2
popular lectures, whist drives, dances.

For the convenience of head office.
will comrades writing on this subject
mark letters ‘‘ Guest House,” of, !
enclosing in other correspondence, write
on a separate sheet? Let us hear
from everybody.

One of the livest agencies for reviving
interest in the organisation of N.CLC.
students is the Liverpool Students
Association. Membership includes €1
rolment in the Plebs League, and in 2
Book and Magazine Club, and groupsart
active in propaganda, debates, play
readings, etc.,in Birkenhead, Liverpcol
St. Helensand Wigan. Thesecretary!s
Mr. S. C. Hills, 4, Mason Street, Birken-
head. One of the best ways of building uP
our movement is to get students (after
they leave the classes) to join the Leagu®
(either directly or through such an
organisation) and Liverpool comrades
are finding that a great deal of good
propaganda can be done by this means.
Otherdistricts please takenote. W. H.
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The PLEBS LEAGUE

CONSTITUTION

Object.—The general aim of the Plebs League is :—To develop
and increase the class-consciousness of the workers, by |
propaganda and education, in order to aid them to destroy
wage-slavery and to win power.

Methods.—The means used for this end are :—

1. The support of the National Council of Labour Colleges
and the classes run under its auspices.

2. The maintenance of the class-conscious charater of the
teaching in the present organs and indtitutions of independent
working-class education,

3. The publication of a Magazine and, in concert with the
N.C.L.C,, of text-books, syllabuses and other publications.

4. The holding of summer schools, teachers’ conferences, etc.

§. Propaganda among workers’ organisations for the adoption
of new schemes of independent working-class education or
the extension of existing schemes.

The League is intended to link together members of the
Labour Movement for the discussion and advancement of a
revolutionary industrial and political movement suited to British
conditions.

Ewvery supporter of independent working-class education —" Educa-
tion towards Revolution,” in Morris’s phrase—should join the Plebs
League. The League is the link between tutors, organisers, officials,
class-STudents, and every worker in our movemens.

Minimum Subscription, 1/- per annum

Badges (broock or stud), 1/- each

. P R
PLEBS, 162a Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.1
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